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In this month’s Member Update, you’ll find engaging and valuable content that matters
to Oregon’s health centers.

Workforce Roundup

WACH MA Apprenticeship April 2023 Cohort

The Washington Association for Community Health is
offering a Registered Medical Assistant Apprenticeship
Program to Oregon CHCs. It is a 12-month program that
prepares students to take the Certified Clinical Medical
Assistant test through the National Health career
Association. It has been approved by the State of
Washington as an equivalent to an MA-C program at a

community/technical college.The In-REACH team works with employers who recruit
and host apprentices from their local communities.  

Contact the In-REACH team if you’d like to offer the MA Apprenticeship at your
organization.   

The first 25 employers who submit complete enrollment data will receive a free laptop
to offer an apprentice in need.   
Every apprentice will receive $200 stipend to cover costs needed to participate in the
program (transportation, childcare, etc.)  

Learn more about the program:   
Program Overview Document  
Program F&Qs Document 

 

COVID-19 News

The latest COVID-19 news and information can be found on OPCA’s COVID-19
Resources page. Find the most recent COVID infographic here.
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Looking Ahead to Oregon’s
82nd Legislative Assembly

In this month's edition of OPCA's
Policy Update, we give you a front row
seat to this week’s legislative
organizational days ahead the
January 17th kickoff of Oregon’s
82nd Legislative Assembly. We also
take a look at the new Congress and
dive into health centers’ mandatory
funding reauthorization due later this
year. And finally we highlight what we
expect to see on the pharmacy and
340B front in the 118th Congress. It’s
all in the January edition of OPCA’s
Policy Update.

OPCA Legislative Liaisons are
Ready for Session

21 FQHC staff members have
participated in trainings facilitated by
OPCA as a part of the Legislative
Liaison Program. The goal of the
program is to enhance OPCA's
advocacy with liaison subject matter
expertise and to allow more equitable
access to the legislative process.
Liaisons will begin providing feedback
on legislation starting with the 2023
Legislative Session. Please contact
OPCA's Health Policy Analyst, Marris
Alden or click here to learn more.

Peer Group News 

The January editions of the following newsletters are available to read: 

HR Leaders Peer News
Operations Peer Group News

You can find past editions of the Operations Peer Group News, HR Leaders Peer News, and
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the Integrated Clinic Peer Group News on OPCA’s Peer Groups page . Peer Group
newsletters are curated by OPCA staff who lead these groups. 

Resources & Events 

A Message from OHA's Business Operations
Management Team

"OHA has been working to communicate with our partners
and I apologize if we failed to reach you. We are saddened
to inform you of the passing of Eric Larson on Nov. 8th of

2022. Because he had such close connections with many people in his work, we are
sensitive that this information may be difficult. 
 
OHA’s Business Operations Management team brought on two fiscal analysts in December:
Jessica Cannon and Alison Rudd, and is in the process of training them to continue the
work where Eric had left off and catch payments up. If you submitted directly to Eric’s email
on or after November 8th we ask that you resubmit to
hsd.settlements@odhsoha.oregon.gov. If you need a secure email, please reach out to
Jessica and/or Alison (emails linked above), and they will send a secure email through the
email box listed above. Our team will pick those up and begin processing as soon as
possible."

Sincerely,
Jennifer R. Smith, MPA, Safety Net Clinics Program Manager

 
OPCA Seeks Members for SDOH
Workgroup

"Research shows that the social
determinants can be more important
than health care or lifestyle choices in
influencing health. Numerous studies
suggest that SDH account for between
30-55% of health outcomes." -WHO
 
With this in mind and the advent of tracking and reporting social needs data for 2023, OPCA
is pulling members together for a Social Determinants of Health (SDOH) workgroup. This
workgroup will meet quarterly for an hour to discuss the review metrics for our communities,
assess the needs of our network, as well as share resources and positive practices.
 
Representatives must be from member health centers in order to join us for our upcoming
meeting on February 2nd. To get on the meeting invite list please contact, Terese Cook.

 
Implementing Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnostic and Treatment
(EPSDT) benefit in Oregon

Effective January 1st 2023, Oregon will implement the full Early and Periodic Screening,
Diagnosis and Treatment benefit (EPSDT) for children and youth until their 21st birthday.
This means both the Open Card program and Coordinated Care Organizations (CCOs) must
cover any medically necessary and medically appropriate services (and dentally appropriate,
for dental services) for enrolled children and youth, regardless of:

The location of the diagnosis on the Prioritized List of Health Services
Whether it pairs, or is a non-pairing service
Whether it is a previously “non-covered” ancillary service.
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Whether it is covered under the State Plan.

There will be two provider education sessions for not cost held January 24th and February
7th.

Learn more and register here.

 
OPCA Advanced Care Learning Community Webinar

Topic: Foundations for Community Health Center Value-Based
Care
 
Date: Wednesday, February 1, 2023
Time: 10:30– 12:00pm PST
Webinar Registration
Speaker: Alexia Eslan, Director, JSI Senior Consultant

Draft Objectives:
Understand what value-based care is in the context of community health centers and
why it matters.
Identify the foundational elements that build capacity for quality of care in a value-
based environment
Define and discuss best practices for patient attribution and empanelment as first steps
to value-based care readiness

This opportunity is open to all OPCA members interested in value-based care foundations
content.

Questions? Contact Stephanie Castaño.

 
NWRPCA Training: Next Level Skills for CHC
Managers & Supervisors

NWRPCA will be hosting a 6-Week Virtual Training 
Thursday mornings from February 23rd to March 30th,
2023. This dynamic, hands-on and highly interactive 6-
week program moves beyond the “core competencies"
required to effectively manage and supervise your team,
and delves into higher-level areas of knowledge, practices, and skills needed to be a great
manager or supervisor at your health center.

Learn more

OHCIA & CareOregon Partner to Support Interpreters
The Oregon Health Care Interpreters Association (OHCIA) has
partnered with CareOregon to offer financial assistance to those in
Clatsop, Tillamook, Columbia, Washington, Multnomah, Clackamas,

or Jackson Counties who would like to be certified healthcare interpreters. Trainings are
available in Winter 2022 (January 8th - March 12th), Spring 2022 (March 26th - June 11th),
Summer 2022 (July 9th - September 17th), and Fall 2022 (October 1st - December 10th).
 
Learn more and register here.
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CHC Happenings & In the News 

Multnomah County Announces New
CHC Director

After an extensive nationwide search, the
Community Health Center Board has
selected Dr. Miku Sodhi to serve as the
Executive Director of Multnomah County’s
Community Health Center. Dr. Sodhi will
begin serving in this role in April.

Amanda Blodgett Appointed CEO at
Klamath Health Partnership

Amanda Blodgett has been with Klamath
Health Partnership since 2018 and had
worked in their Chief Operations Officer role
before being promoted to CEO.

Read more

Outside In Appoints Kiku Johnson
as New CEO

Kiku Johnson has been appointed as
Outside In's new Executive Director.
Johnson comes to the organization from the
San Francisco Bay Area and has over 30
years of experience in youth development
and responsive community program design,
outreach, implementation, evaluation, and
advocacy through a social justice lens.

Read more

Former Health Share of Oregon
CEO takes over as OHA Director

James Schroeder, former Health Share
CEO has taken over as the new Director
for OHA. Schroeder has a long history
with Oregon CHC's, including founding
and serving as the first CEO of
Neighborhood Health Center. He
discusses his priorities for OHA in a
recent news release.

Read more

 

OPCA News
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Please help us welcome our new VBP Director!

Starting on January 17th, Rob Trachtenberg will be joining
the OPCA team as our new Value-Based Pay Director!

Rob comes to us from OHSU Richmond in Southeast
Portland and we are excited to have him on the team.

Meet our Team

 

 
Let us know what's happening in your CHC!

Submit to our newsletter!

Keep up to date
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